
 The English Baccalaureate Framework:  
 

 
Overview 

 
Currently, there are two levels of the Baccalaureate: Advanced and Intermediate. Foundation and Entry levels 
are under development. 
 
The key components are as follows:  
 
Advanced Baccalaureate 
Completed at the end of 16-18 Education (Y13) 
 

English GCSE 
Maths GCSE:  

Grade C Minimum 
in both subjects 

Level 2 Core: 
Six other L2 Subjects:  
- At least one Science 
- Five other subjects    
  from at least three areas* 
Or Tech Equivalent 

 
Minimum Pass 
Grade (G) in every 
subject  

 
 
Completion Required 
Overall score equivalent to 
Intermediate Bacc Pass:  
(32 GCSE Points) 

Personal Development 
Programme: The PDP 

 
Accredited Centre Designed 
Programme  
 

 
150 hours Logged 
and Validated 

 
Completion Required 

Individual Project Accredited Level 3 Project   70 Points  

Core Study Programme Three L3 Units:  
A level/ Pre U/ IB Higher 

Equivalent Tech 
Units 

 420 Points  
(Max 140 per unit) 

Extended Study 
Programme 

 
Additional L3 Units with UCAS Points Value 
 

Unlimited Extended Study 
Score (ESS) 

        Total Score 
Core Score: 490 Max 
Full Score:  490 + ESS 
Pass Score 300 

 
 

Intermediate Baccalaureate 
Completed: 
1. At the end of KS5 (Y13), for students for whom L2 is the best-fit exit level at 18 
2. At the end of KS4, (Y11) for students aiming to then progress to Level 3 post-16 ** 
 

English GCSE 
Maths GCSE:  

Grade C Minimum 
in both subjects 16 Points 

Core Study Programme 
Six other L2 Subjects:  
- At least one Science 
- Five other subjects from  
  at least three areas* 
Or Tech Equivalent 

 
Minimum Pass 
Grade in every 
subject  

 
48 Points  
 
Max 8 Points per Subject 

Personal Development 
Programme: The PDP 

 
Accredited Centre Designed 
Programme  
 

 
150 hours Logged 
and Validated 

 
Completion Required 

Individual Project Accredited Level 2 Project  4 Points  

Extended Study 
Programme 

 
Additional L2 Units with same GCSE Points value 
 

Unlimited Extended Study 
Score (ESS) 

        Total Score 
Core Score: 68 Max 
Full Score: 68 + ESS 
Pass Score: 32 

  



 

Guidance and Discussion Notes:  
 
 
Some Key Principles 
 
In keeping with the common core values and principles of both Headteachers’ Roundtable and Whole 
Education, the Baccalaureate Framework is underpinned by some key design principles.  Put simply, these can 
be expressed as: Breadth, Rigour, Challenge, Accessibility, and Flexibility.  
 
Whilst the framework provides structure and rules, there is an over-riding Baccalaureate spirit that centres 
should embrace.  The value of the Baccalaureate lies in its capacity to provide curriculum entitlements and 
opportunities that reflect a rounded, broad education.  It is not in the spirit of the Bacc to secure the impression 
of strong outcomes by taking the path of least resistance.  
 
There is a pass mark because we need to establish a baseline of credibility and public value.  This means that 
for some centres, the full Baccalaureate will represent an aspiration, not a universal outcome.  This allows the 
Bacc to play a role in raising standards, by raising aspirations.  
 
Centre Devised Baccalaureate 
 
At this stage in development, where there is no national system, in practice each school will be the awarding 
body for their Baccalaureate.  Hence we will have, for example: 
 
The Huntington Baccalaureate (Advanced or Intermediate) 
The KEGS Baccalaureate (Advanced) 
The Passmores Baccalaureate (Intermediate) 
 
And so on. This will allow the awards to be authentic and to facilitate in-house branding and variation within the 
agreed parameters of the Bacc model.  
 
In order to give the centre-based Baccs credibility, each school will receive external accreditation as an English 
Baccalaureate provider from a central body, provisionally named the English Baccalaureate Association (EBA).   
Schools will need to ensure their Bacc falls within the parameters of the EBA model, in order to retain their 
accreditation. This model will enable new schools to join at any time.  
 
First awards of the English Baccalaureate from the Pathfinder Trial schools will be August 2015  (current Year 
10s or Year 12s).   We are hoping to have formalised the establishment of the EBA or a similar awarding body 
by this time.  
 
 
KS4 Subject Parameters: English, Maths + 6 Subjects 
 
With recent changes to the KS4 Performance Tables measures, notably the introduction of Progress 8, we have 
adapted the Bacc requirements so that they dovetail without putting schools into a conflicting position.  The 
English Bacc will satisfy the Progress 8 criteria but is more prescriptive to ensure maximum breadth.  
 
English and Maths are required and must be passed at Grade C or equivalent in points. 
A Science GCSE is required.  
The remaining five subjects must be chosen so that they are taken from at least three areas:  
Humanities, Languages, Arts &PE; Technology and Computing; Additional Sciences 
 
Technical qualifications need to be mapped to fit in terms of their volume.  
The English Bacc does not apply the same discounting rules as the Performance Tables, provided that the 
breadth criteria are met.  
 
Personal Development Programme 
 
Each centre in the trial has been developing their own approach to the PDP.  The original features of the PDP 
that should be covered remain the same: 
 

• PSHE 
• Community Service or Work Based Learning 
• Physical Activity 
• Arts Activity 
• Language Learning 
• Communication 

 



However, different centres will chose to describe these in different ways, depending on their circumstances. For 
example, at KEGS, all students complete a language GCSE at KS4; the PDP is described under three 
headings: Community; Physical; Cultural.  
 
Using the example of the AQA Bacc, it may be more effective to define exclusions rather than the full list of 
possibilities in the PDP.  For example, a PDP comprised of one-off activities and day trips will not meet the 
requirements.  An agreed list of exclusions will require further work as part of the trial.  
 
We are committed to a 150-hour model.  We have agreed that some of this time must be accounted for through 
activities that students engage in independently. The PDP must not be completed entirely through attendance 
on a timetabled programme.  That is not in the spirit of it. However, some elements may be programmed. For 
example, the PSHE programme at KEGS accounts for 45 of the 150 hours. 
 
Centres will need to develop effective logging mechanisms, using personal student diaries or on-line logs. The 
more personal reflection and student evaluation the better these will be, rather than simply having a bland 
checklist.    
 
Some schools have developed tiered PDP programmes eg Bronze, Silver, Gold levels.  The centre must 
determine which level constitutes the completion level for the Bacc.   
 
The PDP must be designed to take account of students’ experience across their 14-19 curriculum.  However, 
once the content options have been designed, the 150 hours must be completed entirely within two years before 
the award date – so that the Advanced Baccalaureate must be fulfilled during Years 12 and 13.  This prevents 
watering down the PDP by spreading it over three years or longer.  
 
A key part of the Bacc Accreditation will be submission of the PDP programme.   This needs to be 
communicated in a format that allows comparison with the requirements.  
 
  
The Points System 
 
This has been adjusted so that the PDP is a pass requirement, without carrying points. This is so that we do not 
have to enter into discussions about weighing up the validity of each PDP against a UCAS or GCSE points tariff. 
If UCAS approve giving points for a PDP programme meeting certain criteria, we might be able to introduce this 
later.  
 
The Advanced Bacc is based on UCAS points.  
The Intermediate Bacc is based on the newly floated GCSE points scale.  This makes it future proof to a greater 
extent.  So A*-G grades are on an 8 point scale.  
The Individual Project is not weighted beyond its official points value.  
 
The total points must always be stated in two forms.  Core Score and Full Score.  This so the Extended Study 
component is continually given value within the overall Bacc.  
 
Technical qualifications must be awarded points based on their official equivalence on their respective scales.  
 
The pass marks are determined on the basis that they are above the score gained by simply passing each 
component at the minimum level.  For example, EEE at A level will not be sufficient.  This is important for the 
credibility and aspirational nature of the Bacc overall.  
 
Transition and Progression 
 
The Intermediate Baccalaureate can be a stand-alone award at 16 or at 18, provided that the criteria have been 
met.  11-16 schools may choose to encourage their students to complete the full Bacc at Intermediate level as a 
passport to their 16-19 Sixth Form or College.   
 
However, it is recognised that this may present a challenge for some students.  For some students, the 
Intermediate Bacc could be partially completed (for example by not insisting on the Individual Project) as a 
stepping-stone to the Advanced OR as a basis for completing the full Intermediate Bacc at a college, after 
leaving school.  Centres could devise a level of certification that indicates an incomplete Bacc, with one 
component missing. This will need further discussion. 
 
The Student Transcript 
 
This aspect of the Bacc Trial is still to be developed.  We will be looking for trial schools to present model 
transcripts from which the group can then draw out strong features feeding into an agreed common format.  
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Chelmer Valley High School 
 

Jan Marchant 
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Fallibroome Academy, Macclesfield 
 

Alain Kyd  

Goole High School, East Yorks Danuta Tomasz;  
 

Huntington School, York 
 

John Tomsett 

King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford  
 

Tom Sherrington  

Passmores Academy, Harlow 
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Shenley Brook End School, Milton Keynes 
 

Jez Bennett, 
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David Turrell 

Uplands Community College, East Sussex 
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